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Debra’s Mission Statement: 

To fulfill the purpose in life God has given me as a “Servant Leader”. To exemplify an 

outstanding character that will represent God, myself and my family in ways that will 

be respected by others and that they will want to follow.  To teach and live a life that 

demonstrates it is possible to serve and lead at the same time, while maintaining 

confidence, dignity, pride, moral principles and humility. 

Debra Philmore Stroud, a native of Columbus, Ohio; has worked in the 

field of social service for over 36 years. She is a product of the 

Columbus city schools, graduate of the University of Akron and a 

Licensed Social Worker.  For the past 30 years, Debra has been a strong 

advocate for persons with developmental disabilities and children 

coming from challenging and/or difficult homes. She, and her husband, 

Dennis have opened their hearts and homes to numerous families over 25 young people; and they have 

been foster-parents through SAFY Foster Parenting services. 

Debra and her Sister, Robin Philmore, founded “Sisters Sharing the History of African Americans;” whose 

purpose is, as storytellers, to present the history of African Americans through stories and songs.  Debra 

is an active member of Mount Calvary Baptist Church, where she has served in numerous ministry 

capacities for over 26 years.  Debra’s other community engagement efforts have included: member of 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.; advocate for Breast Cancer awareness; Financial Peace instructor; volunteer 

with Love INC., Advance the Ball Inc., Elves and more Inc., and Stewart’s Caring Place.   

Debra has received numerous awards, including Outstanding Employee with Wayne Metropolitan 

Housing Authority, Employee of the Year with Help Foundation, Inc., and Outstanding PTA Member, 

Copley-Fairlawn Middle School.  She has been married to her husband of 36 years, Dennis Stroud; and 

they have two outstanding adult daughters.  

Debra is described by many as a social worker, administrator, motivator, change agent, leader, mentor 

and teacher.  However, she can best be described as a woman - inspired by God! 


